
Camp Sonshine

JOIN THE JOURNEY
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ESTABLISHING CAMP SONSHINE: 2007 - 2010

SUMMER 
ENROLLMENT

98

SUMMER 
ENROLLMENT

210

SUMMER 
ENROLLMENT

388

SUMMER 
ENROLLMENT

637

Leader In Training  
Program Launches

City Impact  
Partnership Begins

Bought First  
White Tent

First Trinity Church Mission  
Trip To Camp Sonshine

Clubhouse Donated and 
Placed at Camp Sonshine

1 Child Icon = 100 Summer Campers



2011 2012 2013 2014

SUMMER 
ENROLLMENT

862

SUMMER 
ENROLLMENT

1,025

SUMMER 
ENROLLMENT

1,334

SUMMER 
ENROLLMENT

1,622

First New Year’s  
Eve Overnighter

First Camp Sonshine  
- Mexico Trip

First Hang Time
Sept. 10, 2012

Teen Adventure
Program Begins

Assistant  
Counselor 

Program Begins

SHINE  
After School  

Program 
Begins

First Intern 
Hired  

Began Praying About  
Additional Space for Growing 

Number of Teen Campers

New Property  
Given by 

Timberlake  
Ranch Camps:
Future Home of 
Camp Solaris

GROWING CAMP SONSHINE: 2011 - 2014

First Spring  
Break Camp

First Summer with New Barn  
Keeps Up With Enrollment Growth



2015 2016 2017 2018

SUMMER 
ENROLLMENT

1,636

SUMMER 
ENROLLMENT

1,796

SUMMER 
ENROLLMENT

2,016

SUMMER 
ENROLLMENT

2,311

Baseball 
Camp  
Begins

Solaris Storm  
Damage  

Renovations  
(New Roof,  

Siding,  
Air Conditioners)

10th Anniversary  
Celebration

Aerial Park Built at  
Camp Solaris

Baseball 
Camp

Discontinued

BUILDING CAMP SONSHINE: 2015 - 2018

First Summer of 
Camp Solaris

First Summer with  
New Pool!

SHINE After School  
Program Discontinued

Pavilion Built  
During Summer



“Before my summer at Camp Sonshine, I would 
describe myself as insecure, second-guessing, 
and fearful. Now, I would describe myself as 
confident, secure-in-my-identify, and willing to 
simply try the unknown” - Summer Staff

At the beginning of the summer, I was really 
nervous and reserved. It’s also safe to say that 
my relationship with Christ is much stronger 
and I’m ready to try new things because of my 
experience at Camp Sonshine.” - Summer Staff

CAMPERS BY GRADE: DAY & OVERNIGHT CAMP

K – 2
3 – 4
5 – 6
7 – 9
10−12

624
767
500
288

13

= 50 CAMPERS vs
Per day, the average American youth spends  

FOUR MINUTES  
playing outside

7.5 HOURS  
on electronics

WHAT WE DO MATTERS!

shared  
experiences 
with others

ANXIETY DISORDERS AFFECT 

1 IN 8 CHILDREN

caring  
adult role 
models

time to  
think without 
distractions

the chance  
to be known,  
 loved & learn 

about God!

outdoors in 
God’s great 

creation!

THE LIFE CHANGING POWER OF CAMP

I can’t express how grateful I am to the Camp Sonshine staff for the 
dedication they have to changing lives by giving my camper a great 
experience. - Camper Parent

Camp Sonshine is a community where safe risks can be taken and important 
questions can be asked.

“
I can’t say enough about the staff and the amazing experiences my camper 
had. Camp Sonshine is exactly what summer camp should be – unplugged, 
active and full of friendship, fellowship and fun! - Camper Parent

“

50 SUMMER STAFF IN 2019 
INVESTING IN THE LIVES 
OF CAMPERS AS GROUP 
COUNSELORS & SUPPORT 
STAFF 

35 ASSISTANT COUNSELORS
TEENS & YOUNG ADULTS 
VOLUNTEERING THEIR  
TIME TO HELP FURTHER  
OUR MISSION

OUR SUMMER STAFF GLOBAL IMPACT

OUR CAMPERS BY THE NUMBER

SUMMER 2019
ENROLLMENT

2,521

“

“

THE REALITY OF KIDS TODAY

SUMMER 2019 AT A GLANCE

2019
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CAMP SONSHINE 
MASTER PLAN

Dirt Road

Trails

New Structure

Existing Structure

Removed Structure

Grass Area

legend

1. Landscape/tree buff er
2. Service road & Pathway
3. Relocated Petting Zoo
4. Home Base 1 fi re pit
5. Staff  residence
6. New Nana’s Snack Shop
7. New Infi rmary
8. New pathway
9. Activity area/overfl ow parking (54 spots)
10. New entry road & parking (16 spots)
11. Landscape/tree buff er from road
12. New entry gate & signage
13. Landscape/tree buff er 
14. Enlarged silt pond
15. Silt pond dam
16. Hiking/nature trail
17. Native plants in  natural area
18. Landscape/tree buff er from service access 
19. New beach & water recreation area
20. Amphitheater/ home base 2 fi re pit
21. New Splash Park elements
22. Picnic shelter
23. Fishing docks/native plants
24. Landscape/tree buff er
25. Activity area/overfl ow parking (32 spots)
26. Pool & pool storage
27. Multipurpose (Barn) with water refi ll sta-

tion & camper drop-off  (Home Base 2)
28. Landscaped parking lot
29. New go-kart track & storage shed
30. Landscape/tree buff er
31. New camper drop-off 
32. Home base 3 fi re pit
33. New Multipurpose Building with water refi ll 

station (Gym, Classrooms, Conference Hall, 
& Stage) (Home Base 3)

34. New central hub patio
35. Central playfi eld and activity area
36. Landscaped drainage channel
37. Remove temporary tent structure
38. Gaga ball & human foosball area
39. New steps creating a gathering area
40. Activities & storage barn with new porch & 

water refi ll station (Home Base 1)
41. Covered Pavilion
42. Remove existing road and parking
43. Existing Splash Park and play area
44. New Playground

KEY NOTES



CAMP SONSHINE RECREATION BUILDING CONCEPTS

1 	 Preliminary Floor Plan

2 	 Rendering of Project Scope

3 	 Foam Pit

4 	 Outdoor/Indoor  
	 Stage Rendering

5 	 Rendering of Indoor/ 
	 Outdoor Options For Main  
	 Recreation Space 

6 	 Sample of Natural  
	 Lighting Design

7 	 Silo Climbing Wall (Interior & 	
	 Exterior Climbing Surfaces)

The images depicted below are some of the key features to be included in the final building design. Each element serves a vital function in 
accomplishing the goals of the project and provides solutions for the continued growth of Camp Sonshine’s ministry.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

1 2

3

4567



CAMP SOLARIS
MASTER PLAN



CAMP SOLARIS LODGE CONCEPTS
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Solaris Camper Lodge Concept Drawing
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The images depicted below are some of the key features to be included in the final building design.  Each element serves a vital function in 
accomplishing the goals of the project and provides solutions for the continued growth of Camp Solaris’ ministry.
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1 	 Preliminary Floor Plan

2 	 Sample of Outside Design

3 	 Sample Lounge Space

4 	 Sample of Living Space for 	
	 Camper Groups

5 	 Sample of Outdoor  
	 Patio Space

6 	 Sample of Kitchenette

7 	 Sample of Bathroom
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At the beginning of the summer, I was really nervous and 
reserved. I stayed to myself and liked it that way. I wasn’t sure 
if working with kids was for me. Working at camp gave me 
a sneak peek into the work I might be doing after college. I 
loved being able to work with people from literally all walks 
of life. I’m coming out of my camp experience a changed 
person, I’m no longer judgemental and more open to trying 
new things.

It’s also safe to say that my relationship with Christ is much 
stronger and I’m ready to try new things because of my 
experience at Camp Sonshine. I’m so thankful for being able 
to come out to Nebraska and serve for the summer, I wouldn’t 
have wanted it any other way. 

- Anyssa, Chicago, IL

Before this summer, I always thought of myself as one of 
the least likely of leaders and not outgoing in any way. 

The Camp Sonshine experience has grown and changed 
me in ways I could not expect. I have learned that I can be 
a leader and that I actually enjoy it. I feel more at ease with 
myself and who I am. I’ve learned more about myself this 
summer than I have in years. This summer has given me 
an even bigger heart for children and knowledge of how to 
love them. I’ve learned how to truly be brave. 

- Lilian, Hillsdale, MI   

GROWING LEADERS LIVE OUT YOUR FAITH



POSITIONED FOR SUCCESS
Camp Sonshine strategically covers all operating expenses 
through camper tuition. This is done so 100% of donations go 
directly to important projects like camper scholarships and the 
expansion of our site and facilities to keep pace with enrollment 
growth.

THE CASE FOR SPACE
As Camp continues to impact a growing number of youth, it is 
so important to have adequate facilities to provide additional 
space for camp activities and operations, as well as a safe space 
for participants during inclement weather. Some of our most 
immediate needs include:

• Space for Rainy Day Activities
• New Activities and Group Areas
• Office Space for Additional Staff
• Bathroom and Changing Facilities
• Meeting Space for Year Round Groups
• Reception Area & Guest Services Desk

MASTER SITE PLANS
Through our work with a site development specialist, we have 
created a long range master plan to guide our growth into the 
future. It will take over 11 Million Dollars to complete everything 
proposed on the site plan. The Camp Sonshine Board of Directors 
has selected what it believes to be the most pressing and 
important projects for the first phase of this multi-year endeavor.

MASTER SITE PLAN: PHASE 1 - $3.9 MILLION

1A - Sonshine Recreation Center: Will provide solutions for 
current and future needs of camp, including gym, additional 
activity areas, meeting space, weather shelter and more.

1B – Camper Lodge at Solaris: Additional housing for summer 
campers and year round user group guests.

We realize that everyone has a unique situation and capacity to 
join camp on this journey. We have broken the total funds down 
into a variety of gift levels for you to see that your generous gift of 
any size will play an important role in reach our goal.

Where will you “Join the Journey”?

The Future of Camp Sonshine

# of Gifts Gift Amount Gift Level Total

1 $1,000,000 $1,000,000

2 $500,000 $1,000,000

4 $100,000 $400,000

6 $50,000 $300,000

15 $25,000 $375,000

50 $10,000 $500,000

150 $1,000 $150,000

225 $500 $112,500

250 $250 $62,500

Total $3,900,000



Before the summer, I was experiencing a lot of change 
in my life with graduating high school and all that comes 
with that. I was having a hard time leaving all that behind 
and it took over my relationship with God. Throughout the 
summer I truly had to rely on and trust Him for strength, 
patience, and peace each day - and He provided big 
time! Through my time at Camp Sonshine, God showed 
how constant He is through every situation. 

I have become more confident and have gained so many 
skills for working with children that I’ve already been able 
to use! Being at Camp Sonshine helped me refocus 
my relationship with God and I’m now excited for the 
upcoming college transition and can’t wait to continue to 
share His love with others! We serve an amazing God! 

- Tiera, Lincoln, NE

GROWING LEADERS

Before my summer at Camp Sonshine, I knew I was a 
man with a lot of potential but I was unsure of what to do 
and what kind of man I truly was. 

Being at Camp Sonshine has really shown me who I 
am, and I’ve realized how being surrounded by amazing 
and godly people has positively impacted me so much. 

- Chris, Johnsburg, IL

REALIZE YOUR POTENTIAL


